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rent discussion of this law one would think that our rail-
road system only needed to be put into the hands of five
men whom the President can pick out in a few weeks and
who will be able to solve all the problems, when the fact
is that the railroads have expended energy and money
without stint for years to do just that very thing, and
have themselves employed commissioners at high sal-
aries to try to solve their problems for them. It is true
that they did not look for their commissioners among
ex-members of Congress,
In all these cases it is immaterial what opinion one may
hold as to the subject matter of the legislation or what
view one may think correct about the questions involved.
The point is that this legislation by clamor fits no con-
sistent idea of the matter, proceeds on no rational plan,
settles no question, but only produces new confusion
and new evils, carrying the difficulties forward in con-
stantly increasing magnitude as the consequences of
legislative blunders are added to the original ills.